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To Group Paddle or Not To Group Paddle, A Second Opinion

by Bill Ridlon

Dear Editor,

I read the article about group kayaking in the June
newsletter with interest. I too have found that some
"groups” don't seem to be groups at all but rather a loose-
knit band of kayakers that are together at the start and
together at the end but could be anywhere during the
paddle between start and end. Gregg Bolton, the article's
author, makes some good points, especially the one about
the "contract” with the group. I agree that, if you're with
the group, you should look out for the welfare of the
others as best you can. However, I'd like to add one or two
things to Gregg's points.

First of all, ] think the lack of "groupness” starts at the
put-in. The Network has made it a policy to advertise "on-
the-water” times for paddles. That's good for ensuring that
the group isn't left waiting for upwards of an hour for late-
comers to arrive and get onto the water. This,

_unfortunately, it's not so good for discussing a float plan.
At the point where everyone is ready for the discussion,
the group is already on the water with some paddlers
together and possibly some not. Further, I think a float
plan is one of those items that often never sees the light of
day. If it does, it often is incomplete. The destination is
discussed, the route sometimes is mentioned, and

occasionally times are mentioned. However, way points
where the group can "regroup” are seldom discussed. Nor
are individual paddling styles or who will be the lead
paddler discussed either.

Now, with that said, I think there's a reason why groups
don't "group” and float plans don't get discussed in too
much of any detail. I think kayaking tends to attract those
kinds of people that prefer being alone or being in very
small groups. When they find themselves thrust into a not-
so-small group, they find ways to reduce the size so that it
feels more comfortable to them.

In my opinion, I think we can deal with groups in a
couple of ways. We can reduce the size of the groups to
something that will feel comfortable for most paddlers.
This is an option that is also recommended by the Maine
Island Trail Association and the Maine Burean of Parks
and Lands for other reasons. Altematively, we can make
sure that a detailed float plan is discussed and that a larger
group has smaller groups within it with a leader for each.
There are probably other options and also other points to
the subject. I hope you get other letters about it. I'd
certainly like to learn what other Network members
feel about it.

“On Celtic Tides; One Man's Journey Around Ireland by Sea Kayak”

By Chris Duff A book review by Berry Manter

Many of us spend our better hours The circumnavigation of the coast | monasteries and pockets of gentle
embraced by the seductive energies of | of Ireland is an arduous and people making their living from the
the sea. Is there an unspoken magic formidable physical task by any ‘sea much as their forebears did. One
that channels up through the slender man’s standards. Yet, Duff’s writing | senses that Duff has an ability to
shaft of a kayaker’s paddle to cast the | conveys a deeper, soulful need to transcend time and centuries to scribe
spell that binds him to the sea examine the nature of his own a unique portrait of a rich and tragic
forever? Is it the sound of the waves placement in the Universe, and the country. Yet he holds the reader in the
or the thythm of the swells that cradle, | desire to plot his personal coordinates | present with the descriptive drama of
calm, enchant, electrify? Chris Duff is of Time and Place on the scale of his passage upon the often brutal sea
a man clearly possessed by such a Celtic history. conditions of the open Atlantic.
spell and writes of journeying alone His tale weaves the diligently kept This is a book for those who kayak,
by kayak for three months around writings from his trip journal with or love the sea, or have an affection
Ireland. supportive information on Ireland’s for Ireland. A book to curl up with

His book is not an account of turbulent history. There is something | and dream of the possibilities that a
logistics, techniques or how mere man deeply haunting and alluring about a small seaworthy boat and a skilled
braves a formidable coastline and small country whose population is hand upon the paddle shaft can bring.
tarbulent sea, but rather a deeply now half that of over a century ago. This book has recently been added
personal, psychological and spiritual | Left behind are the rich archeological | to the SMSKN library.
memoir. ruins of abandoned villages, isolated







